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Janey was one of the 

most consistent and 

popular musicians for live 

music in Central Iowa for 

40+ years.  Her career in 

music began in 1972 (she 

was 20 years old) at The 

Pines Bar where she went 

with her dad to watch him 

call Bingo.  The band 

playing there that night 

was in desperate need of 

a last minute substitute 

pianist.  Her father 

bragged to the owner of 

the bar that his daughter 

played “piana”, and the 

owner had her sit in.  This 

started her forty year 

career as a vocalist and 

pianist whose versatility 

has made her one of Des 

Moines’ most treasured 

musical gems in the realm 

of jazz, blues, gospel, R&B, 

and funk  Her music came 

across soulfully and 

beautifully. She jammed 

at the now-defunct Blues 

on Grand, Gaslamp, Carl’s Place and numerous other central Iowa spots from the '70s 

until her death in 2016. True to the humble spirit described by fellow musicians, she 

even dedicated time to the Merrymakers in her later years, performing songs for senior 

citizens as part of the nonprofit organization.  She hosted Tuesday night Jam Sessions 

at Carl;s Place. 

 



Her artist biography lists that she performed with Robert Cray, Gary Clark and Lonnie 

Brooks; and that she has been recognized by the Iowa Jazz Hall of Fame. She also 

headlined for Buckwheat Zideco, The Marveletes and Lou Christi.  Hooper also had the 

privilege of accompanying Chuck Berry for the Iowa Caucuses Celebration and 

singing the National Anthem to kick off an NBA basketball game.  She performed for 

the Bridges of Madison County movie wrap party attended by Clint Eastwood and 

Meryl Streep.  She has played for numerous politicians, business organizations, 

weddings, clubs and commercials.  But, true to her selfless nature, the 

accomplishment she lists as her greatest was being a mother and grandmother. 

She was induced into the Iowa Jazz Hall of Fame in 2017, and is a three time inductee 

into the Iowa Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  She was inducted into the Central Iowa 

Blues Society (CIBS) in 2019. 

 

Janey’s passion for music was shared with her children.  Her son, Jesse, was her 

drummer on and off since he was a child.  Her daughter, Jolee, shares her love of 

playing piano and singing.  Her daughter,  Gina, is a life-long fan of all music her family 

played.  One of her most favorite things to do was just to sit around, tell stories and 

laugh.  She was a devoted grandmother who encouraged curiosity, creativity, and to 

make time to “stop and smell the flowers.” 

 

 

 

Deceased:  10/15/2016 

 

http://janeyhooper.weebly.com/bio.html

