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Betty received her BSE 

and MSE degrees from 

Drake University. She 

has also completed 30 

semester hours of post 

graduate studies in 

curriculum/educational 

leadership/educational 

administration and 

supervision at Drake. 

 

She began her career 

within the Des Moines 

Public Schools as an 

English Language 

Learner teacher at 

both Hubbell and 

Windsor Elementary 

Schools.  She was then 

assigned full time as a 

Social Science and 

Language Arts teacher 

at Phillips Traditional 

School, and then at 

Hillis Elementary as a 

Basic Skills teacher.  

Betty was also assigned 

as a Vice Principal, and 

later Acting Principal at Hillis.  While acting Principal at Hillis Elementary School, 

she was awarded the Connie Belin Outstanding Teacher Award from the 

University of Iowa, 1995.  She was highly respected for her contributions and 

curriculum presentations for the Phase III Project and to the development of 

exemplary Science, Social Science, Reading and Language Arts Instructor, and 

has spent several years teaching swimming for both the Des Moines Public 

Schools and also as a private instructor at their home.  Betty also volunteered 

over 500 hours as a Methodist Hospital Guild Volunteer.  In addition, she has also 

mentored several teachers and students during her professional career.  Betty 



has also served as President of the local PEO Chapter, a philanthropic 

educational organization.  She has been very active at First Baptist Church on 

various boards and committees, and has served on the church staff as the 

Children’s Coordinator for several years.  During her teaching career, her 

husband, Larry (also a North High grad, 1959) bought a struggling GM Car 

Dealership and she was very active in the successful turn around process of that 

dealership. 

     

Betty and Larry have been married for 53+ years and have two grown children, 

and four beautiful granddaughters.  She is a dedicated supporter of the North 

High Alumni Association and the Polar Bear Scholarship Fund, and has served as 

secretary of both for several years.  They enjoy spending time at their lake home 

at the Lake of the Ozarks.  

 


